
 

November 5, 2009 

CONTACT Jill Heggen, (785) 227-3311, ext. 8274 

 

CALLING ALL DOGS TO BETHANY COLLEGE 

LINDSBORG, Kan.—On November 12, Bethany College’s Pearson Professor Peter Savolainen will take 

genetic samplings of dogs. The event is open to the public and will begin at 3 p.m. outside of the Nelson 

Science Center on the campus of Bethany College.   

 During the event, Savolainen, assisted by Bethany students, will take swabs from inside the 

mouth of the dogs. He currently has extensive samplings from around the world but relatively few from 

North America. The results of the Nov. 12 event will help to further his research as he continues his 

genetic studies of the origins of dogs.  

Savolainen, an assistant professor at the Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden, has 

determined that the origins of all dogs can be traced to a single location, China. His research has been 

internationally recognized and published. He is also the first recorded scientist to test the genetics of dogs 

as a forensic expert for the Swedish police.  

 Savolainen will give his final two public addresses November 10 and 18. 

            On November 10, Savolainen will give a public address titled “Genetic Studies Unraveling the 

Origins of the Dog.” He will speak at 7:30 p.m. in Lindquist Hall. 

Savolainen will speak in Swenson Chapel at 10:30 a.m. on November 18. 

Both presentations are free and open to the public. 

             More information is available at www.bethanylb.edu/savolainen.  

            Bethany College, established by Swedish Lutheran immigrants in 1881, is a college of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The mission of Bethany College is to educate, develop and 

challenge individuals in their search for truth and excellence as they lead lives of faith, learning and 

service. Bethany College is on the Web at www.bethanylb.edu. 
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